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2023 Southwest Symposium
Attributes to Networks: Multi-scalar Perspectives on Understanding the
Past in the Southwest US and Northwest Mexico

The papers and posters in this symposium highlight alternate approaches to interpreting
the archaeological record of the American Southwest and Northern Mexico at multiple
scales, addressing the full range of analyses from big data initiatives to the use of
attributes to recognize the actions of past individuals. The range of topics is equally
broad, from networks and roads to sandals and the health of individuals. Featured
topics include the many facets of collaboration; the advent of agriculture in the region;
material networks and the people and ideas that travel with them; and the agency and
effect of individual action, in the past and today.  We hope that, whatever your personal
research interests, this conference will offer new ideas, rich discussion, and a chance to
network on a personal scale.

Acknowledgement of Native Lands and Peoples
The organizers of the 2023 Southwest Symposium wish to recognize that our
conference is taking place on ancestral Tewa Land, specifically O’gha Po’oge, which is
also known as the City of Santa Fe. The Tewa people currently live throughout northern
New Mexico, particularly at their traditional pueblos of Nambe, Pojoaque, San Ildefonso,
Ohkay Owingeh, Santa Clara, and Tesuque. The Tewa are among the twenty-three
tribes and pueblos living in New Mexico today.

This acknowledgment does not replace efforts to build authentic relationships with
Indigenous communities or to support restorative actions on behalf of those
communities; it only serves as a first step in honoring the land and the people. In
particular, we are privileged to welcome representatives from tribal communities from
throughout the Greater Southwest who join us as colleagues, research collaborators,
and teachers. To recognize their contributions, Native conference speakers pay no
registration and those from afar also receive lodging. All Native attendees pay a
reduced registration. We look forward to engaging with them and all participants at this
conference as we collectively strive to more fully understand and more inclusively
represent the histories and cultures of the peoples of the American Southwest and
Northwest Mexico.
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Southwest Symposium Leadership

Michael Searcy, Board Chair msearcy@byu.edu
Laurie Webster, Treasurer ldwebster5@gmail.com

Board Members:
Fumi Arakawa farakawa@nmsu.edu
Suzanne Eckert sleckert@arizona.edu
José Luis Punzo Diaz jlpunzod@gmail.com
Kari Schleher kschlehe@unm.edu

Conference Organizers:
Judith Habicht-Mauche judith@ucsc.edu
Maxine McBrinn arch81c@yahoo.com

Visit: https://southwestsymposium.org/program/ or scan the QR code to download an
electronic version of this program.
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2023 Southwest Symposium Archaeological Conference
Program at a Glance

Thursday, January 5th

6:00-9:00 Opening reception and registration (La Terraza Banquet Room)
Free hors d'oeuvres and cash bar

Friday, January 6th

7:30-9:00 AM Registration and coffee (Lumpkins Ballroom)
8:00-8:30 AM Opening remarks and announcements (Lumpkins Ballroom)
8:00 AM-5 PM Exhibitors (New Mexico Room)
8:00 AM-6:30 PM Posters displayed (New Mexico Room)
8:30 AM-12:10 PM Paper Session I (Lumpkins Ballroom):

On Common Ground: Collaborative and Integrative
Approaches to Archaeology and Ethnography in the
American Southwest

12:10-1:30 PM Lunch Break
1:30-4:30 PM Paper Session II (Lumpkins Ballroom):

Multiscaler Perspectives on the Early Agricultural Period
4:30-6:30 PM Poster Session and cash bar (New Mexico Room)

Saturday, January 7th

8:00-8:30 AM Registration and coffee (Lumpkins Ballroom)
8:00 AM-5 PM Exhibitors (New Mexico Room)
8:30-11:30 AM Paper Session III (Lumpkins Ballroom):

Emergent Material Networks in the US Southwest and
Mexican Northwest and Beyond

11:30 AM-1:00 PM Lunch Break
1:00-4:00 PM Paper Session IV (Lumpkins Ballroom):

First Person Archaeology: Interpreting and Understanding
the Past on a Human Scale

4:00 PM Closing remarks (Lumpkins Ballroom)
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Conference Venue Information

The 2023 Southwest Symposium will be held at La Fonda on the Plaza, 100 E. San
Francisco St., Santa Fe, NM 87501. All conference events will be held in the hotel.

Discounted Overnight Valet Parking at La Fonda: $20.00, plus tax, per vehicle, per
night. (This rate is only available for conference attendees who are staying at the hotel.)

Non-Hotel Parking:
There is ample paid public parking available at several municipal garages, lots, and
street meters around the Santa Fe Plaza. Parking is generally $2.00 per hour or $12 per
day (12 hours). More information on city parking can be found at:
https://www.santafenm.gov/public-works/parking/find-parking/parking-lots-and-garages
Most city lots and meters work with the ParkMobile App: https://parkmobile.io/

Food and Drink:
The Southwest Symposium will host a reception on Thursday evening (6-9 pm) with free
hors d'oeuvres and a cash bar. Complimentary coffee, tea, and water will be available
all day on Friday and Saturday in the mezzanine outside the Lumpkin Ballroom. There
will also be a cash bar available at the Poster Session on Friday evening (4:30-6:30
pm). No other food or drinks will be provided directly by the conference.

La Fonda on the Plaza hosts La Plazuela Restaurant, which is open for breakfast,
lunch, and dinner daily. There are also two bars in the hotel: La Fiesta Lounge located
in the lobby and The Bell Tower Rooftop Bar, which is famous for its sunset views of the
city. Also accessible from within La Fonda is The French Pastry Shop and Creperie,
which is open for breakfast, lunch, and afternoon tea.

In addition to the amenities in La Fonda, there are dozens of restaurants and bars
located within walking distance of the conference venue that offer a wide variety of food
options from inexpensive (pizza, burgers, sushi, tacos), to moderately priced diner fare
and traditional New Mexican dishes, to world class award-winning fine dining. (See
restaurant insert provided with registration materials.)
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2020 Southwest Symposium Archaeological Conference
Code of Conduct

The 2023 Southwest Symposium Conference is dedicated to providing a
harassment-free experience for participants at our events. We encourage the open
exchange of ideas and expression and thus require an environment that recognizes the
inherent worth of every person and group. An inclusive space free of harassment
encourages interaction among diverse groups. We want to make certain the Southwest
Symposium Conference is welcoming and encourages participants to be involved
moving forward. By attending the 2023 Southwest Symposium Conference or any
affiliated events, you agree to abide by this Code of Conduct.

A Code of Conduct is useful to define accepted and acceptable behaviors and to
promote high standards of professional practice. It also provides a benchmark for
self-evaluation and acts as a vehicle for the identity of the community and
organization. This code (CoC) applies to every participant at the 2023 Southwest
Symposium, including participants in meetings and teleconferences, vendors,
staff, and volunteers. This CoC generally applies to conference and
pre-conference events. Note that this code augments rather than replaces legal
rights and obligations pertaining to any particular situation.

Expected Behavior

All event participants are expected to behave in accordance with professional
standards, with both this Code of Conduct as well as their respective employer's
policies governing appropriate workplace behavior, and all applicable laws.

Unacceptable Behavior

Harassment will not be tolerated in any form, including but not limited to offensive
verbal comments related to gender, gender identity and expression, age, sexual
orientation, disability, physical appearance, body size, race, ethnicity, or religion.
This also includes overtly sexual conversation or displays of sexual images in
public spaces, inappropriate physical contact without consent (e.g., including
engaging in hugs, back rubs, or similar activities without consent or after a
request to stop), deliberate intimidation, stalking, following, harassing
photographing or recording, sustained disruption of talks or other events,
unwelcome sexual attention, and publication of non-harassing private
communications.

What to Do If You Witness or Are Subject to Unacceptable Behavior

lf you are being harassed, notice that someone else is being harassed, or have
any other concerns relating to harassment, please contact a member of event
staff immediately. Southwest Symposium Conference leadership can be identified
by red dots on their badges onsite; and a member of SWSC leadership can be
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found at the event registration table at any time. You can contact the SWSC
leadership by email at any time using the contact information printed at the front
of this program.

While this code of conduct applies to spaces associated with the 2023
Southwest Symposium, if you are being harassed by a conference attendee
outside of our spaces, we still want to know about it. We will take all good-faith
reports of harassment by participants seriously. This includes harassment
outside our spaces and harassment that took place at any point in time. The
2023 Southwest Symposium leadership reserves the right to exclude people
from any and all conference events based on their past behavior, including
behavior outside 2023 Southwest Symposium spaces and behavior towards
people who are not part of the Southwest Symposium Conference.

We will respect confidentiality requests for the purpose of protecting victims of
abuse. We will not name harassment victims without their affirmative consent.
Conference staff will also provide support to victims, including, but not limited to:
● Providing an escort
● Contacting hotel/venue security or local law enforcement
● Briefing key event staff for response/victim assistance
● And otherwise assisting those experiencing harassment to ensure that they feel
safe for the duration of the conference.

Consequences

If a participant engages in behavior in violation of the CoC, the conference
organizers may take any action they deem appropriate, ranging from issuing a
warning to expulsion from the conference with no refund, depending on the
circumstances. The Southwest Symposium Organization reserves the right to
exclude any participant found to be engaging in harassing behavior from
participating in any further Southwest Symposium events.

Pre-Event Concerns

If you are planning to attend an upcoming event and have concerns regarding
another individual who may be present, please contact the Southwest
Symposium leadership, using one of the emails provided at the front of the
program. Precautions will be taken to ensure a victim's comfort and safety,
including, but not limited to: providing an escort, prepping onsite event staff,
keeping victim and harasser from attending the same talks/social events, and
providing onsite contact cell phone numbers. In extreme cases, we may take
action to prevent the harasser from attending the conference.
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Conference Schedule

Thursday Evening (La Terraza Banquet Room)

6:00-9:00 Conference Registration and Reception

Friday Morning (Lumpkins Ballroom)

7:30    Registration and Coffee

8:00    Welcome (Maxine McBrinn and Judith Habicht-Mauche)

Session 1: On Common Ground: Collaborative And Integrative Approaches to
Archaeology and Ethnography in the American Southwest
(Organizers: Mark R. Agostini and Robert W. Preucel)

8:30 Robert Weiner, Taft Blackhorse, Richard Friedman, and John Stein
Chacoan Roads, Diné Histories: Insights from Fieldwork, Remote Sensing, and
Traditional Knowledge.

8:50 Kelsey E. Hanson, Octavius Seowtewa, and Maren P. Hopkins Revealing
‘Colorful’ Histories of the Pueblo World.

9:10 Caitrin Scarlett Engle The Power of Placemaking: Shaping the Cultural
Landscape of Mesa Verde National Park.

9:30 Robert Preucel and Kai-t Blue Sky Archaeological Sovereignty: The Kotyiti
Research Project.

9:50 Break

10:10 Rick Quezada, Barry Price Steinbrecher, and Michael Spears Telling the Full
Story: Na Hluhi Tui, the Old Village.

10:30 Joseph Aguilar, Michael C. Spears, Maren P. Hopkins, and Gary Roybal
Tsankawi as a Component of the San Ildefonso Cultural Landscape.

11:10 Mark R. Agostini and Joseph Aguilar Reconstructing Ancestral Pueblo
Community Dynamics: A Collaborative Archaeological Partnership at Perage,
San Ildefonso Pueblo, New Mexico.

11:30 Samuel Villarreal Catanach We Have Our Work Cut Out for Us: Motivation
Through Archeology to Revitalize Our Irreplaceable Languages.
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11:50 Severin Fowles, Michael Adler, and Lindsay Montgomery Archaeological
Diplomacy.

12:10-1:30    Lunch Break

Friday Afternoon (Lumpkins Ballroom)

Session 2: Multiscaler Perspectives on the Early Agricultural Period
(Organizers: Michelle Carpenter and Robert Hard)

1:30 Bruce Huckell, Lisa W. Huckell, and Joseph M. Birkmann The Arrival and
Economic Integration of Maize Cultivation in the Southwest: Retrospect and
Prospect.

1:50 Joan Coltrain and Joel C. Janetski Basketmaker II Origins, the Early
Agricultural Period, and the Fremont.

2:10 Jonathan Mabry Social Changes in Early Farming Communities in the Sonoran
Desert.

2:30 Robert J. Hard and John R. Roney Early Agricultural Period Riverine
Adaptations.

2:50 Break

3:10 John R. Roney Cruciforms and Connections in the Southwestern United States
and Northwestern Mexico (SW/NW) and Beyond.

3:30 James M. Vint and Gregory J. Whitney Things Other than Maize During the
Early Agricultural Period in the Tucson Basin.

3:50 Michelle Carpenter Capturing the Subtleties of the Early Agricultural Period at
La Playa.

4:10 Discussion

4:30-6:30 Poster Session (New Mexico Room)
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Saturday Morning (Lumpkins Ballroom)

8:00-8:30 Registration and Coffee

Session 3: Emergent Material Networks in the US Southwest and Mexican
Northwest and Beyond
(Organizers: Andrea Torvinen, Robert Bischoff, and Christopher Schwartz)

8:30 José Luis Punzo Díaz, Ben A. Nelson, Christopher W. Schwartz, and
Alfonso Gastelum Strozzi Metal Networks between West Mexico and the
Southwest.

8:50 Michael D. Mathiowetz The Road Not Taken: Assessing the Evidence for Gulf
Coast Huastec and West Mexican Aztatlán Routes of Connectivity with the US
Southwest/Northwest Mexico.

9:10 Nora Rodríguez-Zariñán Cosmological Networks in the Southwest/Northwest:
Archaeological Contexts and Analysis of Ethnographic Narratives around the
Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo).

9:30 Andrea Torvinen The Role of Collective Action in Community Resilience in
Northwest Mexico.

9:50 Break

10:10 Saul Shukman and Robert Weiner The Materialization and Monumentalization
of Networks: Roads at La Quemada and Chaco Canyon.

10:30 Caitlin A. Wichlacz and Robert Bischoff Assembling Pots and Points in
Network Perspectives: A Case Study from the Phoenix Basin.

10:50 Chris Caseldine, Emily Lemaster, and Alexis Malone An Examination of
Hohokam Regional Network Boundaries through cyberSW.

11:10 Sarah Oas, Blake Vernon, Matt Peeples, Barbara Mills, Joshua Watts,
Jeffery Clark, Steven Shackley, and Scott Ortman Exploring the Dynamics of
Late Precontact Obsidian Procurement and Exchange Networks Across the US
Southwest and Northwest Mexico using cyberSW.

11:30-1:00 Lunch Break
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Saturday Afternoon (Lumpkins Ballroom)

Session 4: First Person Archaeology: Interpreting and Understanding the Past on
a Human Scale
(Organizers: Ann L.W. Stodder and Mollie S. Toll)

1:00 Ann L.W. Stodder and Mollie S. Toll Being Multiscalar and Connecting to the
Past: Microhistories, Biographies, and Experiential Learning in Southwest
Archaeology.

1:20 Genevieve Woodhead Seeking out the Potter in the Pot-Making Group: Signs
of Individual Potters in Northern Southwest Ceramics.

***The following two presentations are based on bioarchaeological research. As has
been the practice by Southwest bioarchaeologists for more than a decade, the papers
do not present any photographs of human remains, graves, or funerary objects.***

1:40 Catrina Banks Whitley Seeing Inside a Community: Division of Labor among
the Women of Pot Creek Pueblo.

2:00 Ann M. Palkovich Walking and Impairment at a 14th-Century Ancestral
Puebloan Community.

2:20 Break

2:40 Benjamin A. Bellorado, Christopher J. Lewis, and Louie Garcia Sandal
Biographies and Social Identities: Collaborative Approaches to the Study of
Ancestral Pueblo Sandal Traditions in the Northern US Southwest.

3:00 Mary Weahkee, Isaiah Coan, and Ulysses Reid Learning from Doing, Learning
from Teaching.

3:40 Eric Blinman, Mollie S. Toll, and Mary Weahkee Where Does First Person
Archaeology Fit and Who Can it Serve?

4:00 Closing Remarks (Maxine McBrinn and Judith Habicht-Mauche)
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Session Abstracts

Friday Morning

Session 1: On Common Ground: Collaborative and Integrative Approaches to
Archaeology and Ethnography in the American Southwest
Organizers: Mark R. Agostini (Brown University) and Robert W. Preucel (Brown
University)

Session Abstract
Archaeologists and anthropologists working in the American Southwest are increasingly
seeking a balance between Western scientific methods and Indigenous cultural systems
and traditional knowledge. This growing body of collaborative work integrates
cutting-edge archaeological science and technological applications, while also building
equitable relationships with Native and other stakeholders. This common ground of
inquiry between archaeologists and Native peoples has a unique potential to uncover a
more holistic understanding of the past. In this session, papers explore this topic by
offering examples and considerations for the future of collaborative work and integrative
approaches.

Paper Abstracts
Robert Weiner (University of Colorado, Boulder), Taft Blackhorse (Navajo Nation),
Richard Friedman (San Juan College), and John Stein (Independent Researcher)
Chacoan Roads, Diné Histories: Insights from Fieldwork, Remote Sensing, and
Traditional Knowledge.
Many Chacoan Great Houses and roads are located on the Navajo Nation, yet Diné
connections to these sites are frequently downplayed or dismissed in archaeological
scholarship. Over the last four years, we have documented Chacoan sites throughout
the Navajo Nation using a combination of remote-sensing technologies and
on-the-ground field methods, with a focus on monumental roads. We have also
engaged in conversations, site visits, and ethnographic reviews to learn about Diné
histories and knowledge of the Chaco era and specific Great House sites. In this paper,
we present some of the outcomes of this project and visions for future research.

Kelsey E. Hanson (University of Arizona), Octavius Seowtewa (Zuni Pueblo), and
Maren P. Hopkins (Anthropological Research, LLC) Revealing ‘Colorful’ Histories of
the Pueblo World.
While color is a quality routinely recorded by archaeologists, it is often treated as an
objective universal. In the Pueblo World, color is much more than a chip in a Munsell
Soil Color Chart. Systems of rich chromatic metaphor evoke relationships between
plants, animals, natural phenomena, cardinal directions, landscape features, and are
shared through vibrant histories and performances. From the chemical to the
cosmological, Hanson and Seowtewa will discuss ongoing analyses of archaeological
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paint in museum collections and Zuni perspectives of color to reveal ‘colorful’ histories
of the Pueblo World.

Caitrin Scarlett Engle (University of Colorado, Boulder) The Power of Placemaking:
Shaping the Cultural Landscape of Mesa Verde National Park.
In 2019, Mesa Verde National Park (MVNP) began a collaborative re-interpretation
project of a scale never before attempted by a U.S. National Park. This collaboration
brings together MVNP employees, archaeologists, and members of the twenty-six
associated Pueblos and Tribes to redesign the Chapin Mesa Archeological Museum
(CMAM). Through ethnographic research, I investigated these groups’ relationships to
this important place and to the past. These communities all engage in forms of
placemaking that shape our understanding and interpretation of the MVNP cultural
landscape—through their connections to place and study of it, by physically building the
place, and now by re-imagining the CMAM and the narrative of the park.

Robert Preucel (Brown University) and Kai-t Blue Sky (Cochiti Pueblo, Santa Fe
Indian School) Archaeological Sovereignty: The Kotyiti Research Project.
Archaeological sovereignty is the right of people to represent their own histories and
heritage through archaeology on their own terms. The Kotyiti Research Project was
established in 1995 as an experiment in putting academic interests and Indigenous
needs in conversation. We focused on the village of Hanat Kotyiti (Old Cochiti) to
investigate Pueblo people's response to the trauma of the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 and
the cultural revitalization movement that followed. We also wanted to document the
multiple meanings of Hanat Kotyiti to the people of Cochiti today. The project is ongoing
and has involved collaborations between universities (The University of Pennsylvania,
Brown University), museums (The Penn Museum, The Haffenreffer Museum), and
Cochiti Pueblo (Cochiti Environmental Protection Office, Department of Resource
Protection, and the Summer Language Program). We seek to use archaeology to
promote an appreciation of and engagement with Cochiti history and identity among
Cochiti youth.

Rick Quezada (Ysleta del Sur Pueblo), Barry Price Steinbrecher (Anthropological
Research, LLC), and Michael C. Spears (Anthropological Research, LLC) Telling
the Full Story: Na Hluhi Tui, the Old Village.
For Ysleta del Sur Pueblo oral traditions and traditional cultural practices are primary
ways in which the community preserves and transmits historical and cultural knowledge
through the generations. These cultural practices are intimately tied to the Ysleta del
Sur cultural landscape that extends well beyond their pueblo located in El Paso County,
Texas. One prominent place in that landscape is the ancestral village of Na hlu hli tui,
which is frequently recalled in their oral history and continues to serve as an active
place in the community that tribal members visit to perform ceremonies and traditional
cultural practices. While past archaeological investigations have provided some insights
into the history of the village, tribal traditions remain a footnote in the greater public’s
understanding of the site. To shed new light on Na hlu hli tui, Ysleta del Sur
Pueblo is leading an ethnographic study to document their community’s knowledge of
the history and significance of the village. In this paper, we present on both the
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ethnographic and archaeological findings, and discuss the dynamics between these
separate yet intersecting ways of knowing a place.

Joseph Aguilar (Pueblo de San Ildefonso), Michael C. Spears (Anthropological
Research, LLC), Maren P. Hopkins (Anthropological Research, LLC), and Gary
Roybal (Pueblo de San Ildefonso) Tsankawi as a Component of the San Ildefonso
Cultural Landscape.
Tsankawi is an ancestral San Ildefonso village that remains an active part of the
Pueblo’s cultural landscape. For San Ildefonso people, Tsankawi is a living place where
their ancestors reside and the community continues to hold stewardship responsibilities
to ensure the protection of their ancestors. However, Tsankawi has seen significant
damage in the last hundred years after it was removed from the Pueblo’s management
and incorporated into Bandelier National Monument. In order to document the Pueblo’s
connections to Tsankawi and relate its ongoing management concerns regarding the
village, the Pueblo chose to collaborate in ethnographic research about Tsankawi.

Mark R. Agostini (Brown University) and Joseph Aguilar (Pueblo de San
Ildefonso) Reconstructing Ancestral Pueblo Community Dynamics: A Collaborative
Archaeological Partnership at Perage, San Ildefonso Pueblo, New Mexico.
The ancestors of descendant Pueblo people living in the Tewa Basin of what is now the
northern Rio Grande region of New Mexico experienced significant social, political, and
economic transformations beginning in the late-thirteenth and early-fourteenth
centuries. This paper summarizes the progress of a collaborative archaeological
partnership with the Pueblo de San Ildefonso that investigates and builds on aspects of
their historical connections to the Pajarito Plateau and their earliest ancestral village in
the Rio Grande Valley called Perage (LA 41). Through LiDAR analysis, digital
re-mapping, and artifact survey at Perage, this project evaluates how ancestral villages
of San Ildefonso Pueblo on the Pajarito Plateau and Perage in the Rio Grande Valley
contributed to the growth and development of the early Tewa cultural landscape and of
contemporary San Ildefonso Pueblo.

Samuel Villarreal Catanach (Pueblo of Pojoaque) We Have Our Work Cut Out for
Us: Motivation Through Archeology to Revitalize Our Irreplaceable Languages.
The heritage languages of Indigenous communities are fundamental to Native identities
and the protection and maintenance of our inherent sovereignty. Still, language shift is
taking place at rates that revitalization efforts can’t keep up with. One element of
language revitalization work often neglected is the motivation to push beyond the status
quo of what it has at times become - static and without recognition that everyone (e.g.,
from tribal leadership to urban Indians) must be involved in order for language vibrancy
to come about. Indigenous peoples seek to know who we are through the defining of
our identities and our languages and histories are key to this. In this presentation,
Samuel Villarreal Catanach (Pueblo of Pojoaque) will speak to how archeology can help
provide motivation to see the unique qualities of our traditions, knowledge, and histories
so that we might strengthen and pass on these blessings to future generations.
Additionally, Samuel will speak to how archeologists must make their research relevant
and accessible to the communities they study in order for this exchange to take place.
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Severin Fowles (Barnard College, Columbia University), Michael Adler (Southern
Methodist University), and Lindsay Montgomery (University of Toronto)
Archaeological Diplomacy.
Archaeology in the American Southwest began in the 19 th century as an extension of
the military occupation of the region by the United States, and while the discipline’s
imperialist origins did not fully determine the goals toward which archaeological
research has subsequently been put, it does raise the question of whether the
relationship between archaeology—as a non-Indigenous means of building authoritative
knowledge about the past—and Indigenous communities can ever be other than
colonial. Those who claim that it can often point to the growing number of
“collaborative,” “Indigenous,” and/or “community-based” archaeological programs,
arguing that these provide practical examples of decolonial research in which
Indigenous perspectives and goals are genuinely prioritized. We should remain critical
of such claims, however. Politically, those of us involved in such research must honestly
grapple with the degree to which archaeological collaborations serve settler, as opposed
to Indigenous, interests, functioning as one more example of what Eve Tuck and Wayne
Yang have referred to as “settler moves to innocence.” Philosophically, we should also
critically engage the repeated assertion that research can be rebuilt around Indigenous
epistemologies and ontological commitments, as if archaeologists could somehow
travel, god-like, between worlds, leaving their own reality and taking up residence in that
of others. Here, we address these paired political and philosophical questions,
developing an understanding of collaborative research more precisely as a practice of
“archaeological diplomacy.” In doing so, we draw on our own work with the Picuris
nation in New Mexico as a case study.

Friday Afternoon

Session 2: Multiscaler Perspectives on the Early Agricultural Period
Organizers: Michelle Carpenter (University of Texas, San Antonio) and Robert Hard
(University of Texas, San Antonio)

Session Abstract
Over the last 25 years there has been a revolution in our understanding of the Early
Agricultural period (4100 to 1900 BP) in Northwestern Mexico and the American
Southwest. Dramatic discoveries in the Tucson Basin, La Playa, Cerro Juanaqueña,
and other locations have demonstrated that the adoption of maize agriculture resulted in
rapid and dramatic alteration of Archaic period lifeways, while in other regions the rate
that maize impacted societies is radically different. The goal of this session is to move
beyond site level analyses and integrate these discoveries into a broader understanding
of dynamics of change at multiple temporal and spatial scales during the Early
Agricultural period. Broad topics that will be examined as part of this session include
social networks, territoriality, trade and exchange, Mesoamerican interactions, changing
social organization, and ecological dynamics, among others.
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Paper Abstracts

Bruce Huckell (University of New Mexico), Lisa W. Huckell (University of New
Mexico), and Joseph M. Birkmann (University of New Mexico) The Arrival and
Economic Integration of Maize Cultivation in the Southwest: Retrospect and Prospect.
Current understanding suggests that maize and squash reached the southwestern US
by at least the 4th millennium BP. Debate continues about the process(es) by which
cultigens reached this area, and the integration of agriculture into what became mixed
farming-foraging economies over the following millennium. We review the development
of knowledge concerning the Early Agricultural period over the past 40 years, and
discuss aspects of the topic that can guide research in the years to come. These
include the timing and process of spread, variable cultivation strategies, relative dietary
dependence on cultigens, and changes in the scale and organization of mobility.

Joan Coltrain (University of Utah) and Joel C. Janetski (Brigham Young
University) Basketmaker II Origins, the Early Agricultural Period, and the Fremont.
Arguments regarding migration versus in situ development of the Colorado Plateau
Basketmaker II complex are longstanding. A review of existing data suggests a complex
process of movement and trade from the Tucson Basin across the Southwest and
eventually into the eastern Great Basin mediated by the productivity of emerging maize
variants. Several questions are raised by these data. What role do early farming sites
north of the Tucson Basin play in Basketmaker origins? Why did BM II population
densities remain low, yet maize farming persist for nearly a millennium despite limited
productivity of the flint maize variant? And finally, were the Fremont a northern
extension of Basketmaker III farming strategies?

Jonathan Mabry (University of Arizona) Social changes in Early Farming
Communities in the Sonoran Desert.
Global archaeological and ethnographic patterns help us understand shifts in social
organization during the early stages of agriculture in the Sonoran Desert. The greatest
pace and breadth of changes is evident at early agricultural sites with canals, such as
those in the middle Santa Cruz Valley in southern Arizona and along the Rio Boquillas
in northern Sonora. Worldwide patterns support interpretations that these sites
represent development of tethered sedentism, subsistence intensification through labor
investments in irrigation systems, new forms of corporate behavior and territoriality, and
emergence of the nuclear family household, concepts of private property and
inheritance, and formative village lifeways.

Robert J.  Hard (University of Arizona) and John R. Roney (Colinas Cultural
Resource Consulting) Early Agricultural Period Riverine Adaptations.
Thirty years ago no one anticipated the remarkable sequence of Early Agricultural
period sites at La Playa, in the Tucson Basin, along the Río Casas Grandes as well as
along the Upper Gila River. While each location is often considered in isolation we
argue these are parallel adaptations to particularly well-watered floodplain settings
along river reach boundaries under particular climatic and geomorphic conditions.
These locations share multiple parallel developments including: rapid adoption of maize,
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formation of agricultural villages, reduction in residential mobility, increasing population
aggregation, the onset of warfare, and the emergence of collective action.

John R. Roney (Colinas Cultural Resource Consulting) Cruciforms and Connections
in the Southwestern United States and Northwestern Mexico (SW/NW) and Beyond.
Four-pointed stones or "cruciforms" are puzzling non-utilitarian artifacts. Recent
research shows unequivocally that they were made in quantity during the Early
Agricultural Period (1300 BC and AD 200). Their early distribution spans the entire
basin-and-range province of the southern SW/NW, extending down the entire eastern
shore of the Gulf of California, and reaching inland as far as the Basin of Mexico.
Evidence suggests that while knowledge of their use and motivation for their
manufacture was widespread, the artifacts themselves did not usually circulate over
long distances. Instead, most were made and used locally. This paper explores what is
currently known about their use, manufacture, and distribution, as well as their
significance in the deep history of connections between Mesoamerica and the SW/NW.

James M. Vint (Desert Archaeology, Inc) and Gregory J. Whitney (Desert
Archaeology, Inc) Things Other than Maize During the Early Agricultural Period in the
Tucson Basin.
Early Tucson Basin farmers regularly cultivated maize by 2100 BC, and likely earlier.
While finding ever older maize is interesting, that quest obscures other aspects of Early
Agricultural Period lifeways (2100 BC–AD 50). Communities were linked by farming,
trade, intermarriage, raiding, and warfare. Obsidian from “all points of the compass” and
marine shell ornaments from the California coast and Sea of Cortez indicate far-flung
connections. Rapid changes in projectile point technology suggest instances of
migration and innovation. Recent work has shed new light on the development of EAP
settlements as persistent places and refined chronological resolution of settlement
succession over two millennia. This paper presents highlights of these topics as they
relate to the Tucson Basin and connection to places beyond.

Michelle Carpenter (University of Texas, San Antonio) Capturing the Subtleties of
the Early Agricultural Period at La Playa.
The examination of maize integration into Early Agricultural populations has resulted in
a standard anthropological model of increasing maize reliance. This presentation will
explore shifting maize use at La Playa in Sonora by integrating regional datasets of land
use, bioarchaeological data, and isotope results to provide insight as to how the
changing role of agriculture impacted behavior. This presentation seeks to compile how
Early Agricultural behavior at La Playa is related to larger developments throughout the
Northwest/Southwest.
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Saturday Morning

Session 3: Emergent Material Networks in the US Southwest and Mexican
Northwest and Beyond
Organizers: Andrea Torvinen (Arizona State University), Robert Bischoff (Arizona State
University), and Christopher Schwartz (EPG, a Terracon Company and Arizona State
University)

Session Abstract
Networks emerge from the interactions of people, places, and things. As such, the
material record provides the data necessary for exploring the physical, economic, and
cosmological connections that formed within and between communities, as well as
across regions. Analytical approaches such as network analysis allow us to shift from
bounded culture areas toward dynamic systems composed of fluid identities and
changing interactions. This is especially relevant in the US Southwest/Mexican
Northwest since it is subdivided by an international border that has hampered the
methodologies used and coverage of archaeological research conducted in each
country. This session demonstrates how network methods can be applied at multiple
scales using a variety of material culture types or physical features to overcome
disjunctive influences on archaeological practice, such as the border. Material
manifestations of the networks explored include roads and trails, similarities in artifact
shape, design, and origin, and commonalities in cosmology. The geographic extent of
network connections spans from a diachronic, intrasite analysis in Northwest Mexico to
canal system villages in the Phoenix Basin and the influence of West Mexican
exchange into the region of interest and beyond. Furthermore, these papers advance
the theoretical and methodological implementation of network methods in archaeology.

Paper Abstracts

José Luis Punzo Díaz (INAH Michoacán), Ben A. Nelson (Arizona State
University), Christopher W. Schwartz (EPG, a Terracon Company and Arizona
State University), and Alfonso Gastelum Strozzi (ICAT-UNAM) Metal Networks
between West Mexico and the Southwest.
Researchers have studied the appearance of metals in western Mexico—an area seen
as the distribution center of metal objects to Mesoamerica, as well as to northern
Mexico and the US Southwest—for decades. However, few regional studies have
attempted to analyze the distribution of these objects in this vast region over the last
500 years before the arrival of the Spanish in this territory. We present the first results of
a study of interaction networks resulting from the analysis of symmetrical and
asymmetrical relationships between sites containing metal objects throughout said
space and time.

Michael D. Mathiowetz (Independent Researcher) “The Road Not Taken”: Assessing
the Evidence for Gulf Coast Huastec and West Mexican Aztatlán Routes of Connectivity
with the US Southwest/Northwest Mexico.
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Scholars who analyze material and ideological connections between Mesoamerican and
SW/NW societies have settled on two hypothesized routes by which interaction
occurred. It is proposed that either (1) a route crossed the Sierra Madre Occidental and
intersected with Pacific-coastal networks that involved engagement with west Mexican
(Aztatlán) groups and other societies, or (2) a route followed the Río Grande down to
the Gulf Coast into Huastec territory. I examine data for each model, factor in dynamics
in the two proposed source regions, and conclude that evidence for a Pacific-coastal
Aztatlán route is overwhelming while Gulf Coast Huastec connections are minimal.

Nora Rodríguez-Zariñán (Escuela de Antropología e Historia del Norte de México)
Cosmological Networks in the Southwest/Northwest: Archaeological Contexts and
Analysis of Ethnographic Narratives around the Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo).
While the turkey has been widely studied in the archaeology of the US Southwest,
specifically within Puebloan cosmology, its consideration in Northwest Mexico is
severely limited. Filling this gap in our knowledge involves an exploration of the
archaeological contexts in Northwest Mexico from which turkey remains have been
recovered and the descriptions of these animals in ethnographic narratives of native
groups residing in this region of Mexico (i.e., Taracaita and Tepiman). This paper will
enhance our understanding of the cosmological networks that transcended the
international border that has arbitrarily separated the US Southwest/Mexican Northwest
in recent centuries.

Andrea Torvinen (Arizona State University) The Role of Collective Action in
Community Resilience in Northwest Mexico.
The center of La Quemada, Zacatecas, Mexico, did not survive the
Epiclassic-to-Postclassic transition (ca. 850/900 CE) in Northwest Mexico associated
with the spread of the Aztatlán regional network. Using the resilience framework, this
paper applies network methods to assess the potential for collective action over time at
two spatial scales. Despite fluctuations, there was a high potential for collective action
preceding site abandonment, suggesting that a disruption in the social fabric of La
Quemada did not contribute to its decline. Therefore, being cut off from connections
between West and Central Mexico likely impacted the long-term resilience of La
Quemada.

Saul Shukman (University of Connecticut) and Robert Weiner (University of
Colorado, Boulder) The Materialization and Monumentalization of Networks: Roads at
La Quemada and Chaco Canyon.
Perhaps more than any other archaeological feature, roads physically manifest
networks and the connections between peoples and places. La Quemada (AD 600-800)
and Chaco Canyon (AD 850-1200) are two well-known sites in the US
Southwest/Mexican Northwest region where ancient peoples constructed extensive
roadways. Since the last comparison of the two culture’s road systems in 1995, there
has been a wealth of new research in both regions, along with new theoretical focuses
on landscape, materiality, and practice. In this talk, we compare the material records,
associated architecture, and inferred practices between the roadways of La Quemada
and the Chaco World.
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Caitlin A. Wichlacz (Arizona State University) and Robert Bischoff (Arizona State
University) Assembling Pots and Points in Network Perspectives: A Case Study from
the Phoenix Basin.
This paper explores the potentials for connecting network thinking and methods with
assemblage theory within the research context of the American Southwest. We use
data from geometric morphometric studies of projectile point shapes and ceramic whole
vessel profiles from Hohokam sites in the Phoenix Basin of Arizona to examine relations
within and between these sites and material classes. Drawing together assemblage
theory and networks helps to frame and contextualize research questions, methods,
and interpretations in ways that better span the distance between empirical data and
interpretive narrative. The two approaches are compatible and their combination is
fruitful.

Chris Caseldine (Arizona State University), Emily Lemaster (Arizona State
University), and Alexis Malone (Arizona State University) An Examination of
Hohokam Regional Network Boundaries Through cyberSW.
CyberSW, a publicly accessible database containing ceramic and obsidian data, has
revolutionized the way social networks are reconstituted and examined. In particular, it
amasses ceramic data that are otherwise difficult to obtain. Past studies of Phoenix
Basin ceramic exchange have shown that the Hohokam region relied on middle Gila
River potters for all buff ware pots. We use cyberSW data to identify the extent of the
Hohokam region during the Preclassic via network analysis. Better determining the
boundaries of the region through this ever-expanding database has the potential for
refining the networks that defined the Hohokam world, such as the marketplace system.

Sarah Oas (Archaeology Southwest), Blake Vernon (University of Colorado,
Boulder), Matt Peeples (Arizona State University), Barbara Mills (University of
Arizona), Joshua Watts (Archaeology Southwest), Jeffery Clark (Archaeology
Southwest), Steven Shackley (University of California, Berkeley), and Scott
Ortman (University of Colorado, Boulder) Exploring the Dynamics of Late Precontact
Obsidian Procurement and Exchange Networks Across the US Southwest and
Northwest Mexico using cyberSW.
Over the past two decades, a team of researchers from several organizations and
institutions has been compiling geochemically sourced obsidian data from across the
greater US Southwest/Northwest Mexico using published sources and conducting new
analyses on existing collections. This database is now available on the cyberSW web
platform. Over the past decade the database has expanded greatly and now contains
over 14,000 pieces of sourced obsidian artifacts from 65 sources and approximately
300 settlements. This dataset provides a strong foundation for investigating dramatic
shifts in regional exchange networks that circulated this valuable raw material during the
late precontact period (1200-1450 CE). In this paper, we conduct several analyses that
highlight the research potential of this database.

23



Saturday Afternoon

Session 4: First Person Archaeology: Interpreting and Understanding the Past on
a Human Scale
Organizers: Ann L.W. Stodder (Museum of New Mexico) and Mollie S. Toll (Museum of
New Mexico)

Session Abstract
Microhistories, object biographies, and osteobiographies have gained a solid presence
in archaeology, posing practical and conceptual challenges to counterbalance big data
analyses in pursuit of understanding Southwest history. The first set of presentations in
this session exemplify these alternative avenues of research that lead to understanding
archaeology on a human scale. The common feature here is a close look at the
behaviors and life histories of individual people, of their communities, and of the things
they made and lived with. The second group of presentations convey the importance of
experimental replication studies for the archaeologists and artists who explore and
adapt ancient manufacturing techniques, and for those who provide workshops and
education programs in schools and community venues. Presenters consider the social,
intellectual, and emotional impacts of such programs on the participants and their
understanding of the past and of archaeology. The experiential, first person perspective
affords a fundamental and intimate connection to the past that can provoke curiosity
and insight among all of us - archaeologists, Indigenous people, and students of all
ages.

Paper Abstracts

Ann L.W. Stodder (Museum of New Mexico) and Mollie S. Toll (Museum of New
Mexico) Being Multiscalar and Connecting to the Past: Microhistories, Biographies,
and Experiential Learning in Southwest Archaeology.
Archaeology is inherently multiscalar: specialists record details of sherd temper, of
ancient fibers, of osteoarthritis in the wrist of an ancient potter, and we work to
incorporate these observations into the bigger picture of history. But we often forget and
forgo the power and importance of the human scale for understanding the past. Tracing
the life histories of individual people and the things they made, wore, traded, and used
links us to their lived experience. Re-creating ancient materials and teaching these skills
to others through hands-on experiences builds meaningful and enduring connections for
archaeologists, students, descendants, and others.

Genevieve Woodhead (University of New Mexico) Seeking out the Potter in the
Pot-Making Group: Signs of Individual Potters in Northern Southwest Ceramics.
Just as the cultural anthropologist considers the individuality of each informant, the
archaeologist should consider the individuality of those responsible for the material
record under study. Ceramicists, specifically, can get to know potters of the past by
carefully and sensitively observing pottery, looking for signs of unique, subconscious
manufacturing habits. Evidence of potters’ personal flairs and idiosyncrasies may be
difficult to discern. However, through two case studies, this paper argues that certain
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human behaviors leave behind clear indications of potters’ individuality. Perhaps
paradoxically, the individual is often most visible in the by-products of collaboration,
exchange, and other forms of interaction.

Catrina Banks Whitley (Bioarchaeology Support LLC) Seeing Inside a Community:
Division of Labor among the Women of Pot Creek Pueblo.
The realms of bioarchaeological and archaeological data both provide insight into the
social structure and organization of ancient communities but examined in isolation they
may yield incompatible results. This paper demonstrates the value of integrating
multiple data sets. The detailed osteobiographies of the people of Pot Creek Pueblo and
their treatment in death, interpreted in the context of archaeological information on
community history, provide a complete and more nuanced picture of this Taos Valley
community, ca. AD 1260-1320. A division of labor among the females is demonstrated,
and the implications of this division for the community’s social structure are explored.

Ann M. Palkovich (George Mason University) Walking and Impairment at a
14th-Century Ancestral Puebloan Community.
Movement expressed as walking was central to the everyday lives of Ancestral
Puebloans. In this paper, I briefly describe two women who lived at the 14th-century
village of Arroyo Hondo through their individual osteobiographies. One woman suffered
from rickets acquired in childhood while the other woman was injured and lived for many
years with a dislocated hip. The sensory experience and body schema of impairment
offers insights into the challenges of movement and walking each of these women faced
in everyday life.

Benjamin A. Bellorado (Crow Canyon Archaeological Center), Christopher J.
Lewis (Pueblo of Zuni), and Louie Garcia (Tewa and Piro) Sandal Biographies and
Social Identities: Collaborative Approaches to the Study of Ancestral Pueblo Sandal
Traditions in the Northern US Southwest.
Footwear provides one of the most intimate mechanisms through which humans interact
with the world. Every aspect of the technological and stylistic make-up of footwear
provides insights about the identities of their weavers, their wearers, and the value of
these garments in the societies where they functioned. Drawing on the perspectives of
Zuni and Tiwa/Piro weavers and a clothing archaeologist, we investigate identity
expression and object biographies in Ancestral Pueblo sandal weaving traditions at
multiple scales. Through collaborative collections research, we demonstrate methods
that Indigenous artisans and archaeologists can use to develop new understandings of
the past, present, and future.

Mary Weahkee (Museum of New Mexico), Isaiah Coan (Museum of New Mexico),
and Ulysses Reid (Pueblo of Zia) Learning from Doing, Learning from Teaching.
This session combines media and speaking presentations that include demonstrations
and personal accounts of learning and teaching yucca fiber processing, the production
of arrows and atlatls, turkey feather and rabbit fur blankets, and using archaeological
knowledge in the production of contemporary pottery. The archaeologists/makers/artists
comment on how learning these processes and teaching them to others connects them

25



to the past, and consider the ways in which Indigenous people, especially children and
young adults, may connect with their heritage through the experience of learning and
adapting traditional methods of making tools, ornaments, clothing, and art.

Eric Blinman (Museum of New Mexico), Mollie S. Toll (Museum of New Mexico),
and Mary Weahkee (Museum of New Mexico) Where Does First Person Archaeology
Fit and Who Can it Serve?
This paper summarizes the approaches covered in the session, and their potential to
enhance our understanding of the archaeological record and the people who created it,
enlightening researchers, and others. We open discussion of how hands-on learning
can impact the education and identity of Indigenous and non-indigenous children and
adults, and the significance of who does the teaching, and in what context. How does
this work reflect the mechanisms of cultural transmission of knowledge and skills? On a
larger scale: how does this work reflect the nature and continuing evolution of cultural
transmission of knowledge and skills?

Poster Abstracts

Ryan Arp (EPG, a Terracon Company) and Steve Swanson (EPG, a Terracon
Company) The Functions of Oversized Pit structures in Preclassic Hohokam Villages.
Large, oversized pit structures have been identified at ancestral O'odham villages in the
Salt and Gila river valleys, ranging up to five or more times larger than
contemporaneous Hohokam Preclassic domestic structures. Targeted excavation of
several such structures and surrounding features reveals patterns in their locations
within villages, their architectural plan, associated intramural and extramural activities,
and closure processes. These appear to have functioned as loci of production for ritually
important craft items likely traded with other communities during the Santa Cruz and
Sacaton phases. Crafters associated with these structures organized production of a
limited range of specialized goods that varied within and among villages. We propose
these structures and related features functioned as crafting guilds.

Hunter M. Claypatch (Binghamton University) Reevaluating Nogales Polychrome
and the Emergence of Polychrome Technology Near the Sonora/Arizona Border.
Nogales Polychrome is associated with the precolonial Trincheras tradition of northern
Sonora. Although this type was initially defined in the 1930s, few researchers have
discussed its temporal placement or geographic distribution. Recent studies
demonstrate that Nogales Polychrome may be the earliest widely produced polychrome
in the Southwest/Northwest. This poster highlights not only the temporal placement and
spatial distribution of this type, but discusses its role as a possible progenitor for
subsequent Southwest/Northwest polychromes. I further suggest that cultural
developments in West Mexico around 750/800 CE may have prompted the initial
creation of Nogales Polychrome. This research contributes not only to discussions of
nascent polychrome technology but to large-scale understandings of
Southwest/Northwest and West Mexican connectivity.
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Grant D. Coffey (Crow Canyon Archaeological Center), Mark D. Varien (Crow
Canyon Archaeological Center), R. Kyle Bocinsky (University of Montana), Paul A.
Ermigiotti (Crow Canyon Archaeological Center), Stewart Koyiyumptewa (Hopi
Cultural Preservation Office), Susan Sekaquaptewa (University of Arizona and
Hopi Tribe), Jessica Lomatewama (Hopi Tribe), and Sarah Oas (Archaeology
Southwest) The Maize Database Project: A Hopi - Crow Canyon Archaeological Center
Collaboration.
The Crow Canyon Archaeological Center and the Hopi Cultural Preservation Office
collaboratively completed a project entitled, “Developing a Comprehensive Database of
Archaeological Maize for Colorado and the Greater Southwest.” The project has come
to be called “The Maize Database Project” and has produced several products
including: 1) museum visits to view maize collections, 2) a database of dated maize,
and 3) an inventory of all available Southwest maize in the collections of about 50
museums and other repositories that includes about 17,000 accessions. The Maize
Database Project grew out of a long-term collaboration (2005-present) between the
Hopi Cultural Preservation Office and the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center known
as the Pueblo Farming Project, or PFP. The Maize Database Project has produced a
wealth of data about ancient and historic maize in the Southwest and products will be
useful for educational curricula, archaeological research, genetic studies, and issues
related to cultural property.

Jaron Davidson (University of Oklahoma) Diachronic Cultural Connections between
Northern Chihuahua and West Texas.
It has long been suspected that the contemporaneous Casas Grandes and Jornada
Mogollon people interacted and influenced each other between AD 1200 and 1450. This
poster synthesizes multiple lines of archaeological, ethnohistoric, and genetic data from
different time periods to investigate the nature of this connection. I argue that the
cultural groups that resided in far west Texas and Northern Chihuahua held deep
cultural connections and interactions. This connection seems to have grown stronger
through time from the gradual rise of Paquimé to the documented alliances and shared
cultures of historic Suma and Jumano people.

Kaitlyn E. Davis (University of Colorado, Boulder) and Scott G. Ortman (University
of Colorado, Boulder) The Tewa Community at Tsama Pueblo (LA908): Artifacts from
the 1970 Excavations.
Tsama Pueblo (LA908) is an ancestral Tewa site that was excavated in 1970 as part of
a University of New Mexico archaeological field school. The resulting artifact
assemblage remained uncatalogued and unanalyzed until the 2000s. This poster
presents a summary of our study of the Tsama excavations and material culture that is
now available from the Maxwell Museum Technical Series. The report is intended to
make information from Tsama more widely available, to contribute new data for regional
comparisons, and to consider the artifact assemblage in light of current trends in
archaeological interpretation in the Northern Rio Grande.

Samuel Duwe (University of Oklahoma), Chris J. Garcia (Pueblo of Acoma),
Everett G. Garcia (Pueblo of Acoma), Karl Pedro (Pueblo of Acoma), Kurt Riley
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(Pueblo of Acoma), Kurt F. Anschuetz (Pueblo of Acoma and Rio del Oso
Anthropological Services, LLC), and Kenny Wintch (Friends of Cedar Mesa)   The
Pueblo of Acoma’s Cultural Inheritance and Archaeological Partnership in “The Lands
Between” of Southeastern Utah.
Amidst the pandemic we (a small group of individuals from the Pueblo of Acoma,
academics, and a non-profit) planned and gathered in southeastern Utah to begin a
project to explore and strengthen Acoma’s deep and inalienable connections to the
north. We soon found that the process of building meaningful and long-lasting
partnerships was as important, if not more so, than the work itself. This poster details
our next steps in a community-based partnership: that of facilitating Acoma’s pilgrimage
to their ancestral homes and to work with archaeologists and land managers to ensure
continued access and protection of Acoma’s cultural inheritance.

Jeffrey Ferguson (University of Missouri), Suzanne Eckert (Arizona State
Museum), Deborah Huntley (Tetra Tech, Inc), Blair Mills (U.S. Forest Service),
Jonathan Schaefer (Tetra Tech, Inc), and Timothy de Smet (Binghamton
University) Social Connections in the Post-AD 1000 Bear/Gallinas Mountains as seen
through Multi-Scalar Studies of Obsidian Networks.
Obsidian provenance studies in west-central New Mexico provide a narrow but precise
window into social and political interaction as evident in raw material access. This study
uses provenance data collected from post- AD 1000 villages in Bear/Gallinas Mountains
area to examine evidence for the importation of obsidian. Sourcing information from
X-ray fluorescence reveals a wide-ranging and variable utilization of raw material
sources. We argue that a shifting use of local and more distant obsidian sources may
reflect the social complexity of the region, which may have been inhabited by local
residents as well as recently arrived immigrants.

Eric Gilmore (University of North Texas), Jonathan Dombrosky (Crow Canyon
Archaeological Center and University of New Mexico), Lisa Nagaoka (University
of North Texas), and Steve Wolverton (University of North Texas) In Small Bones
Forgotten: Taxonomic Data Quality and Its Influence on Big Data.
Interpreting archaeofaunal data across multiple sites and time periods depends upon
identification of often fragmentary skeletal remains, which can be difficult to identify
taxonomically. Published criteria are pivotal for aiding faunal analysis, but many criteria
go unassessed. This means that data quality is unknown for faunal identifications that
underlie multi-site-based measures such as taxonomic abundance, skeletal
completeness, or even the presence or absence of species. This study compares the
accuracy of Barbara Lawrence’s (1951) criteria in differentiating mule deer and
pronghorn tarsals through visual and biometric data. Osteological criteria must be
assessed to ensure that interpretation across multiple scales of analysis is valid.

Scott E. Ingram (Colorado College) and Shelby Patrick (University of Toronto)
Human securities, sustainability, and migration in the ancient U.S. Southwest and
Mexican Northwest.
By the late 1400s CE in the US Southwest and Mexican Northwest, population levels
had declined by about one-half -- why? Here we show, through a meta-analysis of
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sub-regional archaeological studies, the spatial distribution and variation in social and
environmental conditions throughout the region prior to depopulation. We find that as
these conditions, identified as human insecurities by the UN Development Programme,
worsened, the speed of depopulation increased. This relationship affirms the influence
of these insecurities on migration and depopulation. The movement of people away
from places where insecurities had taken root created a spatially patterned contagion of
insecurity across the region resulting in human population loss, substantial settlement
relocation, and accelerated migration--the loss of sustainability of place.

Samuel J. Jensen (Brigham Young University) Houses in the Desert: A Reanalysis of
Viejo Period Architecture in the Casas Grandes Culture.
Since the excavations conducted by Charles Di Peso at Paquimé and the Convento
site, Di Peso’s tripartite division of the Viejo Period (approximately 700-1200 AD) based
on architectural variation through time has been heavily critiqued. Those critiques,
however, have not formally revised Di Peso’s architectural typology. This poster seeks
to revise Di Peso’s architectural typology based on published architectural data and
recent excavations at the San Diego site in Chihuahua, Mexico. It also evaluates the
validity of the concept of a northern and southern zone distinguished by architectural
variation within the Casas Grandes region that has recently taken hold in publication.

Andrew R. Krug (University of Oklahoma) and Matthew C. Pailes (University of
Oklahoma) The Space in Between: The Role of Northwest Mexico Communities in
Southwest/Mesoamerican Interaction.
Discussions of Southwest/Mesoamerica interaction neglect the role of intervening
regions. We calculate a cost surface analysis to test long suspected but empirically
untested assumptions about trade corridors in Sonora, Mexico. The data are compared
to a social network analysis of a hypothetical social landscape based on present
knowledge about the distribution and density of autonomous communities in eastern
Sonora. Our product assesses the overall conduciveness of eastern Sonora to
facilitating the movement of goods and information and identifies potential brokerage
communities. Finally, we evaluate our results in light of prior reconstructions of
information and rare goods exchange.

Chester R. Liwosz (Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project), "Art"-ifacts: Cataloguing and
Contextualizing Collected and In-situ Cultural Materials at the Mesa Prieta Petroglyph
Landscape, New Mexico.
With "Petroglyph" in the project name, it is easy to overlook Mesa Prieta's other cultural
heritage. The striking corpus of rock images inhabit an archaeological landscape rich
with artifacts and features that provide context not only for understanding iconography,
but also evidence of histories and social behaviors. This poster relates recent efforts to
catalog both collections and in-situ cultural materials. From these data new narratives
about belief systems and lifeways, from Paleoindian to Pueblo to American periods, can
be constructed. Examples provided here address extra-household depositional
practices, and transformations the landscape has undergone as the result of shifting
political ecologies.

29



Heather McClure (New Mexico History Museum) Increasing Public Access to the
Treasures of Edgar L. Hewett's American Southwest.
Utilizing a major grant from the National Historical Publications & Records Commission
at the National Archives, the Fray Angélico Chávez History Library and the Palace of
the Governors Photo Archives of the New Mexico History Museum will digitize and
make available the manuscript and photographic collections of Edgar L. Hewett
(1865-1946), making these diverse collections available through a publicly accessible
digital platform. Among his many accomplishments, Hewett was at the forefront of
modern Southwest archeology where he focused attention on training a new generation
of American archeologists and worked tirelessly for the United States Antiquities Act
(1906). He led the Museum of New Mexico and the School of American Archaeology
(today known as the School for Advanced Research) and preserved the cultural
patrimony of New Mexico.

Mary F. Ownby (Desert Archaeology, Inc), Jeffery R. Ferguson (University of
Missouri), Lewis Borck (University of Oklahoma), Jeffery J. Clark (Archaeology
Southwest), and Deborah Huntley (Tetra Tech, Inc) Refining Late Prehispanic
Ceramic Production and Distribution Networks in the Southern Southwest through
Regional NAA and Petrographic Studies.
Our research focuses on the production and distribution of Maverick Mountain Series
and Roosevelt Red Ware (aka Salado polychromes) across the southern Southwest
during the late Prehispanic period. It also clarifies the production and distribution of local
wares such as Babocomari Polychrome “Tanque Verde” Red-on-brown, and unpainted
sherds. NAA was carried out on 1,215 samples from 69 sites with a subset selected for
petrographic analysis. The results revealed stark differences in the manufacture
(centralized, decentralized, heterarchical) and distribution (limited, moderate, high) of
each of these wares. This illustrates the complexity of social interaction in this area
during the late Prehispanic period.

Alyssa Pitts (Brigham Young University) Tan Great Salt Lake Gray Ceramic Variant
at Snow Farm, Utah.
The Fremont Native Americans were a decentralized culture of farming communities
that lived across the Great Basin and Colorado Plateau from about 100 to 1300 CE.
They produced a variety of ceramic types which are identifiable by rock temper. One
variant of Great Salt Lake Gray found at Snow Farm in Payson, Utah, is dissimilar from
other varieties found in Utah Valley. This poster analyzes the temper and clay of this
variant through petrography and re-firing to determine its origins. It then applies this
case study to demonstrate how ceramic origins can be used to track regional trade and
interaction.

Christopher I. Roos (Southern Methodist University), Christopher H. Guiterman
(University of Colorado and NOAA), Ellis Q. Margolis (U.S. Geological Survey),
Thomas W. Swetnam (University of Arizona), Nicholas C. Laluk (University of
California, Berkeley), Kerry F. Thompson (Northern Arizona University), Chris
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Toya (Pueblo of Jemez), Calvin A. Farris (National Park Service), Peter Z. Fulé
(Northern Arizona University), Jose M. Iniguez (USDA Forest Service), J. Mark
Kaib (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), Christopher D. O’Connor (USDA Forest
Service), and Lionel Whitehair (Northern Arizona University) Indigenous Fire
Management and Cross-scale Fire-climate Relationships in the Southwest US from
1500-1900 CE.
We use a network of 4,824 fire-scarred trees in Southwest US dry forests to analyze up
to 400 years of fire-climate relationships across geographic scales and across different
Indigenous cultures and territories (Navajo, Jemez, Apachería). Comparison of
prior-year wet and fire-year dry hydroclimate with periods of intensive cultural use and
less-intensive use indicates that Indigenous fire management weakened climate drivers
at local and landscape scales. We show that the climate buffering benefits of Indigenous
fire management were present across diverse cultures and economies but did not scale
up across the entire region because they were heterogeneous at that scale.

Steven Rospopo (New Mexico Highlands University), Nicholas Jew (San Juan
College), and Linda Wheelbarger (San Juan College) Middle San Juan Ancestral
Puebloan Communities of Practice-Interconnection and Networking in the US
Southwest.
Some Southwest researchers consider the Middle San Juan area insignificant when
compared to the Cibola-Chaco tradition homelands to the south or the Mesa Verde
tradition homelands to the North. On the contrary, ongoing research suggests a web of
dynamic interregional and intraregional networks existed in the Middle San Juan from
AD 750 to regional abandonment about AD 1300. Ceramic, lithic, and architectural
analyses detail trade and exchange networks that existed among the extensive
communities of Ancestral Puebloans in the Middle San Juan region. These communities
served as adaptation centers for localized expression of regional cultural spheres of
influence through time.

R.J. Sliva (Desert Archaeology, Inc) Revolution, Experimentation, and Tiny Pointed
Things: Cienega Phase Projectile Technology and Social Dynamics.
This study combines projectile point typology, chronometric dating, and measures of
cumulative manufacturing time derived from debitage analysis to address the
technology and social dynamics attending Early Agricultural period projectile points.
Early Cienega phase points reflect a significant shift in designs and knapping
techniques from the preceding San Pedro phase. Cienega points are considerably
smaller and lighter than San Pedro and Empire points, suggesting the new designs
were accompanied by modified propulsion methods. An exceptionally small Cienega
variant associated with Early Cienega phase dates at multiple sites matches later
Hohokam arrow point metrics, hinting at experimentation—albeit short-lived—with
bow-and-arrow technology.

31



David T. Unruh, William M. Graves, Karen K. Swope, Evan Giomi, Robert M.
Heckman, Phillip O. Leckman, Don S. Purdon, Jennie O. Sturm (Statistical
Research, Inc.) Archaeological Data Recovery Investigations at Chilili (LA 847).
SRI, in cooperation with the FHWA and NMDOT, conducted excavations in Chilili, NM,
to mitigate adverse effects to a portion of Chilili Pueblo from a bridge replacement
project. The pueblo was occupied from around A.D. 1300 to the 1670s, and a land grant
was filed at the location in 1841. Prior to excavation activities, SRI used GPR to identify
features not evident from surface documentation. During excavation SRI recovered tens
of thousands of artifacts from the midden deposits. This poster highlights key findings
and outlines how SRI’s analyses of the site assemblage will address a variety of
research topics.

Christine H. Virden-Lange (Desert Archaeology, Inc) Shell Ornaments from Early
Agricultural Period Sites in the Tucson Basin.
Shell ornaments of personal adornment are one of the aspects of material culture that
helps us understand the lifeways of the communities dating to the Early Agricultural
Period (EAP) in the Tucson Basin. Recent work at several EAP settlements along the
Santa Cruz River in Tucson, AZ, has increased our knowledge of these earliest
inhabitants. Investigations at several of these sites, including the Clearwater Site, has
enabled us to refine the Early Cienega phase of the EAP. Ornaments of marine shell
recovered from these early settlements derive from the Gulf of California as well as the
coastal waters of southern California, indicating widespread connections. Stylistically
similar ornaments recovered from several of these settlements suggests a linkage by
trading, kinship, or marriage, providing a window to the Past.
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Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors
Arizona State Museum*
Center for Archaeology and Society, Arizona State University*
Denver Museum of Nature & Science
The Department of Anthropology and Museum of Natural History, University of Colorado, Boulder
Department of Anthropology, Brigham Young University
New Mexico Department of Transportation

* Sponsorship is covering half-day of beverage service.

Gold Sponsors
Archaeology Southwest
Desert Archaeology, Inc.
Archaeometry Laboratory at MURR
The School for Advanced Research (SAR)
Statistical Research, Inc.
Department of Anthropology, Brown University
Department of Anthropology, Washington State University
Southwest Archaeological Consultants
University of Arizona Press
SWCA Environmental Consultants

Silver Sponsors
Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research
The Digital Archaeological Record (tDAR)
Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society
School of Anthropology, University of Arizona
Archaeological Society of New Mexico

Bronze Sponsors
New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs

We also want to thank SAR Press for generously providing the complimentary books included in your
registration package.

The New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs is offering free access to all New Mexico State Museums
during the course of this meeting (Thursday through Saturday) for conference participants who show their
name badge.

Exhibitors
Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society
Cedar Mesa Perishables Project
Environmental Planning Group, a Terracon Company
Robin Gay Wakeland, Artist
The School for Advanced Research (SAR), SAR Press, and the Indian Arts Research Center (IARC)
University of Arizona Press
University Press of Colorado
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